Donna Learned
August 26, 1945 - October 6, 2025
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Donna Learned, age 80, of Bradley, lllinois, passed away peacefully on
October 6, 2025, surrounded by her family. She was born on August 26, 1945,
in Aroma Park to Donald and Minnie Huffman, and grew up in a big, loving
family where she learned the importance of hard work, loyalty, and caring for
others—values she carried with her throughout her life.

On February 13, 1965, Donna married Lavern Learned, beginning what would
become a 60-year journey filled with love, resilience, and deep
companionship. As the wife of a fireman, Donna supported Lavern through
decades of service to their community, while keeping their home strong,
steady, and full of life.

Together, they raised three sons—Donald Learned, Terrance Learned, and
Christopher Learned—who were her pride and joy. Donna was also a devoted
grandmother to five grandchildren: Anna Learned, Christopher Michael
Learned Jr., Jordan Learned, Justin Learned, and Lauren Learned. She
adored being a great-grandmother to Karter Wilson and was joyfully
anticipating the arrival of her second great-grandchild, Presley Kuckkahn.
Donna worked for more than 25 years in the dietary department at Riverside
Medical Center, where she was known for her strong work ethic, reliability, and
kindness toward both patients and colleagues. Whether at work or at home,
she was someone others could count on.

She had a gift for bringing people together. Her home was the heart of many
family gatherings, always filled with the aroma of her home-cooked meals and



the sound of laughter. She also enjoyed traveling with her family, making
memories that will be cherished for generations. In quieter moments, Donna
loved to sit and sketch—she had a creative eye and found peace in putting
pencil to paper. She also enjoyed doing word puzzles, always challenging
herself and keeping her mind sharp.

Donna is survived by her husband of 60 years, Lavern Learned; her sons
Donald (Karla) Learned, Terrance Learned, and Christopher Learned; her
grandchildren Anna Learned, Christopher Michael Learned Jr., Jordan
Learned, Justin Learned, and Lauren Learned; and her great-granddaughter
Karter Wilson, with great-granddaughter Presley Kuckkahn expected soon.
She is also survived by her siblings Betty Kavaney, Maryann Barnard, and
Herbert Huffman; and her brothers-in-law Mark Learned and George Learned.
She was preceded in death by her parents, Donald and Minnie Huffman; and
her siblings Ina Mae Lamb, Donald Huffman, George Smith, Jim Smith, and
Raymond Smith.

Donna will be remembered for her warmth, her quiet strength, and the deep
love she had for her family. Her creativity, patience, and calming presence left
a lasting impression on everyone who knew her. Her legacy lives on in the
hearts of those she touched, and her memory will be cherished always.
Visitation will be held on Thursday, October 9, from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. at
Clancy-Gernon Funeral Homes in Kankakee, lllinois. An additional visitation
will take place on Friday, October 10, from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m., with a service
to follow at 10:00 a.m. Interment will follow at Kankakee Memorial Gardens in
Aroma Township.

Friends and family are invited to attend, share memories, and honor a life
filled with love.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the family's wishes.



Cemetery Details

Kankakee Memorial Gardens

15 S. 3000 E. Rd.
Kankakee, IL 60901

Previous Events
Visitation

OCT 9. 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Kankakee - Clancy-Gernon-Hertz Funeral Home
1480 W. Court St.

Kankakee, IL 60901

(815) 932-1214

cgfuneral@gmail.com

Visitation

OCT 10. 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM (CT)

Kankakee - Clancy-Gernon-Hertz Funeral Home
1480 W. Court St.

Kankakee, IL 60901

(815) 932-1214

cgfuneral@gmail.com
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Funeral Service

OCT 10. 10:00 AM (CT)

Kankakee - Clancy-Gernon-Hertz Funeral Home
1480 W. Court St.

Kankakee, IL 60901

(815) 932-1214

cgfuneral@gmail.com


mailto:cgfuneral@gmail.com

Tribute Wall

| remember Donna from the Cafe days, She
was such a sweet lady!!

]
Punk, we are so sorry for your loss. .
Please accept our deepest sympathies. “
Chris and Gary Waller

Chris Waller - October 11, 2025 at 01:47 PM

I remember Donna as a warm caring cheerful |
person who would inspire and encourage you

as you walked through the checkout line of
Riversides Hospital cafeteria. She would take \*
the extra time to ask how you are doing today

and how is your loved one in the hospital doing. She without a doubt
carried with her the gift of Hospitality. Prayers to the family and
friends of Donna Learned whom has left a trail of friendship and
love in many hearts today. We will see Donna again this is God's
promise to all who Believe. Today one of God's Angels has come
Home! We will continue to walk along the road of life with God in
three persons guiding us until we meet our loved ones again in
Heaven.

Leila Owen - October 10, 2025 at 03:03 AM

| used to work with Donna many years ago in dietary she was a
wonderful caring person cared about patients and her coworkers.
She was definitely one of a kind and will be missed.

Michael Davidson - October 08, 2025 at 06:53 PM



WRMC Radiology purchased the Garden Accent
- "Gone yet not forgotten..." for the family of
Donna Learned.

WRMC Radiology - October 08, 2025 at 04:46 PM

WRMC Radiology purchased the Lord's Prayer 4
4" Sonnet for the family of Donna Learned.

WRMC Radiology - October 08, 2025 at 04:29 PM

Lavern & family. Deepest sympathy in the loss

of Donna. Prayers for you & your family

during this very difficult time.

Cathie (Sederstrand-Bergan) Miedema
Catherine Miedema - October 08, 2025 at 01:37 PM

Nora lit a candle in memory of Donna
Learned

Nora - October 08, 2025 at 10:46 AM
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Christopher Wilcox lit a candle in memory of
Donna Learned

£

Christopher Wilcox - October 07, 2025 at 07:53 PM

LaVerne and family, |
We are so very sorry for the loss of Donna.
So many memories of our families growing
up. We will be keeping all of you in our
prayers.

Rick and Marla

Coy'’s - October 07, 2025 at 07:48 PM



