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Jerry L. Vinson was born in Fairmont, lllinois. After attending Danville High
School where he excelled in football, he joined the Army National Guard and
served active duty during the Korean conflict. His leadership was awarded
many commendations.

He married Hallie Ball in 1954. They had four children: Shelby, Rhea, Kevin
and Jerome.

Jerry worked for AT&T for more than 35 years, retiring at age 57 to care for his
wife, Hallie, during her iliness, until her death in 1992. During his employment
at AT&T, Jerry was very active in the Telephone Pioneers, a service
organization that assisted several charities. He served as president and
continued volunteering after his retirement. Some of his most rewarding work
with the Pioneers included repairing cassette players for the visually impaired
so they could listen to “talking books.” He was a volunteer counselor and
mentor while employed at AT&T. His testimony for God was always in the



forefront.

He served as a volunteer fireman, enthusiastic Boy Scout leader and Parent
Teacher Organization president in Grant Park, lllinois. He was involved with
Special Olympics and committed vacation time volunteering with Hallie at the
camp for youth with disabilities during the years it was held in Aroma Park. He
was active in the Lions Club. He firmly believed that anything and everything
could be repaired or repurposed and spent many volunteer hours helping the
elderly in their homes. He was capable, confident, and a joy to be near.

Early in his life Jerry recognized the need for Jesus and at age 17 committed
his heart to the Lord. Jerry had a passion for serving. He began serving in
1948 at Northside Church of the Nazarene in Danville, lllinois, where he
taught Sunday School and continued teaching when he moved to Chicago in
1953. He also held several positions at Momence Church of the Nazarene
including Sunday School teacher and Board member.

In 1993, he was united in marriage to Marjorie Fall Raymond. Together they
served the Lord, family, church and community. During the years he was a
member of College Church of the Nazarene, he served as Sunday School
teacher and was on the Church Board as chairman of the Building and
Property Committee and served as a “pew pastor” to welcome newcomers.
He and Marjorie led a teen group called COOL KIDS (Choosing Outstanding
Options, Living Kindly in Disciplined Service). He also led the singing during
services at an area group home for the developmentally disadvantaged. He
and Marjorie led Prime Time, a ministry for senior adults. He organized the
JOB (Just Older Boys) Bible study group which he led until his health
prohibited and the group still studies under the leadership of Dr. John Hanson.
Jerry had a passion for serving his Lord and Savior.

Jerry was a member of the Kankakee Valley Civil War Round Table, a



study/discussion group, and was a member of the American Legion.

Jerry was preceded in death by his first wife, Hallie, and daughter, Rhea
Galfano. He is survived by his wife, Marjorie, and sons: Shelby (Tracy); Kevin
(Teri); Jerome (Brenda); and stepson, Aric (Mindi) Raymond; grandchildren:
Hallie (Andrew) Moyes Matheou, Vanessa Vinson, Marsee (Anthony) Mickle,
Aaron Vinson, Justin Vinson, Kaylee Raymond, Tyler Raymond, and five
greatgrandchildren.

Jerry had a keen sense of humor and an infectious laugh. He loved to be with
people, serve them, and witness about his faith in God. He wanted to be
remembered as one encouraging others to live for Christ. Until near his death,
he typed his prayer list so he would not forget to pray for family or anyone in
need. Jerry had a close, personal relationship with Jesus Christ which was
evidenced in his prayers. Some of his greatest pleasures were studying his
Bible, camping and entertaining.

Clancy-Gernon Funeral Home staff was entrusted with cremation.

You may share memories and request memorial service information at
Celebrateourjerry@gmail.com or phone 815 210-0162. Family will then
contact you.

The service to celebrate his life will be officiated by Dr. Mark Quanstrom and
Dr. John C. Bowling. If you would like more information, please phone 815
210-0162 or email celebrateourjerry@gmail.com. You will then be contacted
by family.



Tribute Wall

Jerry was a very spiritual person.... A remarkable Christian. A
humble servant of the Lord. In one of our last conversations, though
very ill, he talked about living the Spirit filled life and how God had
guided him. He told about his military experiences and how
members of his unit had been killed in an accident due to equipment
failure. Yet he was spared and went on to be blessed in the Army
and gained valuable knowledge and training which helped him start
a career in communications.

Like an angel, | know God sent him to me in my time of distress. He
understood how painful it was to have lost your wife and freely
admitted to walking around in his house and weeping with grief. We
had lost love and deep grief in common.

One day when | was unable to function because of the grief and
couldn't go to work, he knew my pain and came to our house and
spent time listening and counseling with me. And when he had to
keep some commitments later that day he didn't abandon me . He
took me with him! | will never forget that caring concern and
commitment of time!

God bless the memory of Jerry Vinson!

Harlyn Schmidt - August 30, 2020 at 11:38 PM

MR MRS sent a virtual gift in memory of Jerry
Lee Vinson

MR MRS - March 23, 2020 at 10:07 AM



To the Family of Jerry Lee Vinson: So sorry for your loss. May you
be comforted by God through your sadness. | enjoyed seeing you
and Mr. Vinson at my Sunday Communion Services. Blessings of
remembrances as you reflect upon Jerry's life.

Peace, Chaplain Carole R. DiZeo Director of Pastoral Care at
Heritage Village in Kankakee

Carole R. DiZeo - March 23, 2020 at 09:06 AM

| have know Jerry all of my life. A wonderful father, husband, and
friend. A very dear friend to my father. Praying his family as they go
through this difficult time. | will see him in Heaven someday.

Ricia Williams - March 22, 2020 at 04:38 PM

| worked for a number of years at ONU in food service and EVERY
time Jerry was at an event he would go out of his way to say hello
and to chat.

He was kind and caring man and may eternal rest grant unto him, O
Lord. Let perpetual light shine upon him and may his soul, and the
souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of Christ rest in
peace. Prayers and love to his beautiful bride and their whole family.

Scott Austin - March 22, 2020 at 11:24 AM



