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Sylvia V. Muñiz, DDS 
 Devoted loving wife and mother, proud adoring grandmother and great-

grandmother. 
Sylvia V. Muñiz, 103, of Kankakee Illinois, sadly left us on April 30, 2024, while
at Westwood Riverside Senior Life Communities, Memory Care, in Kankakee. 
Sylvia was born on March 25, 1921, in Jiguaní, Cuba. In 1944 she graduated
from dental school from the University of Havana, Cuba. In 1949 she came to
the United States to start a new life and career in New York City. There, she
met her husband Cayetano Muñiz, a physician from Cuba, and they were
married on December 17, 1950, at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in NYC.
Together they made their life and raised their family. When her husband, a
captain in the United States Army, was stationed in Germany, Sylvia followed
him and lived there during his deployment. 
Together, they had three children, her greatest joy. She ultimately changed her
profession (by choice), from dentist, to devoted wife and mother. They lived
for a time in New York City and then Chicago, Illinois before moving to
Deerfield, Illinois to raise their young family. Finally, her husband’s career
brought them to Kankakee, Illinois. 
When her children were older, she worked for St. Mary’s Hospital in Kankakee
and later at Shapiro Developmental Center in Kankakee until her retirement.
She retired to Miami, Florida in 1992 and lived happily with her husband until
his passing in 2004. Shortly after, she returned to Kankakee to be close to



family. 
Sylvia dedicated her life to her family and to the service of others. 

 She was a devoted member of St. Martin of Tours Catholic Church in
Kankakee. She enjoyed spending time with her family and her beloved
friends. She was an avid reader, artist, poet, and music lover. She loved to
play piano, cook and knit and was always up for a game of dominoes! Sylvia
was a diehard Cubs fan. 

 Sylvia is survived by her three children, Richard (Chriss Kendall) Muniz and
Magda (Keith) Galloway and Deborah Muniz (Dennis Reardanz). She has
eight grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren. She would often and
affectionately refer to her family as “my people.” 
She was preceded in death by her husband, Cayetano Muñiz, her sister,
Olinda Lapinel and her brother, Paul Lapinel. 
Sylvia lived a long, and beautiful life, was very much loved, and will be greatly
missed. 
A special thanks to all those who provided such good care of her at Westwood
Riverside Senior Life Communities and Memory Care and to members of
Uplifted Care and Hospice. 

 Visitation will be held 8:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. on Friday, May 10, 2024 at
Clancy-Gernon-Hertz Funeral Home in Kankakee. 
Funeral Mass will be celebrated at 10:30 a.m. on Friday, May 10, 2024 at St.
John Paul II West Campus in Kankakee. 
In lieu of flowers donations may be made to Uplifted Care.



Previous Events

Visitation

MAY 10. 8:30 AM - 10:00 AM (CT)

Kankakee - Clancy-Gernon-Hertz Funeral Home
1480 W. Court St.
Kankakee, IL 60901
(815) 932-1214
cgfuneral@gmail.com

Funeral Mass

MAY 10. 10:30 AM (CT)

St. John Paul II - West Campus
953 South 9th Avenue
Kankakee, IL 60901

mailto:cgfuneral@gmail.com


Tribute Wall

CV

TD

JC

MM

Cynthia Veronda - May 08, 2024 at 10:14 PM

Mrs. Muniz was always interested in what Debi and her friends were
doing; high school, college, and “adulthood”. As friends, we enjoyed
gathering around her kitchen table and talking about our latest
activities. 
My condolences to all of you who consistently gathered around her.

Tom Dandelles - May 04, 2024 at 12:00 PM

Maggie and Debbie. So sorry to learn of your mother’s passing.
Always tough to lose a beloved parent but you were blessed to have
her for so long. My condolences to the entire family.

Judy Cooper - May 03, 2024 at 05:45 PM

Judy Cooper lit a candle in memory of Sylvia
V. Muñiz DDS

Mary Morgan - May 03, 2024 at 11:37 AM

Mary Morgan lit a candle in memory of Sylvia
V. Muñiz DDS
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Bonnie LaGesse - May 03, 2024 at 08:05 AM

Sylvia was a beautiful woman .She was very kind and gracious I
knew her from Shapiro .


